PowerSchool:  Staff Announcement

Since 1998, the district has been using the SIRS program for student demographics, grades, attendance, etcetera.   Next year we will switch to a program called PowerSchool.  

Why change?

While the SIRS program has been adequate for our needs over the years, the district has reached a point where we need to be able to do more with this type of software, and to do things more quickly and accurately.  

PowerSchool includes certain features that will help everyone who uses the program do their job better, such as:

· It is web-based.  That means that it is accessible from any Internet-connected computer.  It also means it is accessible from home.  

· It has an on-line gradebook.

· It can be set up for parental access to current grades and assignments.

· It is easy to customize and add on to, which will help us maintain more complete student records.

What Illinois districts use PowerSchool?

Here are a few (Argo will start using it next year as well):

	Downers Grove 58: http://www.dg58.org/
Brookfield & LaGrange 102: http://www.dist102.k12.il.us/
East Moline 37: http://www.emsd37.org/
Park Ridge-Niles 64: http://www.d64.org/
Wheeling 21: http://www.ccsd21.org/
	Grayslake 46: http://www.d46.k12.il.us/
Skokie 68: http://www.sd68.k12.il.us/
Warren Township HS in Gurnee: http://www.wths.net/
Northbrook 28: http://ww1.northbrook28.net/
North Shore 112 Highland Park: http://www.nssd112.org/


How will this affect you?

Teachers will be expected to maintain accurate attendance data in the system.  District-wide policy regarding attendance will be established and communicated to all staff before the end of this year.  Training for entering attendance into the system will take place at the start of the school year.  Additional instruction pertaining to staff ability to run certain reports will be provided as needed.

Staff will be trained on the use of the on-line gradebook.

The use of parental and student access features of the program will be gradually phased in; the impact this will have on staff will be thoroughly explained as we get to that point.   

What will the program look like?

Here are some screenshots, mostly from the attendance and grades sections of the program: http://www.wths.net/edtech/handbook/screenshots.htm
Questions?  Comments?  Fears?  Expectations?

Let me know.  I cannot help if nobody speaks.  You can also check the PowerSchool page linked from our homepage for links now and additional information once the system is set up.      

